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meanwhile did little to alter Bismarck's opinion that her last
victories had been harmful. She was making great difficulties
about the place where the conference was to meet, and her
activities in the East were exasperating Great Britain to the last
degree. Parliament voted a credit of ^6,000,000 and Lord Odo
Russell heard from a secret source that the Chancellor was
privately urging Andrassy to oppose Russia if he felt secure he
would be backed up by England. He calculated that although
Russia might feel strong enough to engage Austria alone, she
would probably be brought to her senses if faced with the pros-
pect of an Anglo-Austrian combination.1 So uncertain was the
situation that Bismarck showed signs of unwillingness to com-
mit himself in the Reichstag on his return to Berlin but took an
early opportunity of explaining his attitude to the British
Ambassador, only stipulating that what he said should not appear
in a Blue Book. He assured him that Germany would remain
neutral in the event of a war, that the whole German nation
"wished for the friendship of England and as long as he lived he
would promise that Germany would never support any other
Power against England. On the other hand it could not be the
interest of Germany to take part in a conflict about Eastern
affairs," and therefore Germany must remain neutral. His
attitude must be kept secret lest the other Powers should take
advantage of it. He then referred with bitterness to the fact that
the three Emperors so often corresponded with each other behind
the backs of their ministers, and kept their communications
secret because they freely criticized them in their letters to each
other.

Bismarck believed that Russia was actuated by a conviction
that she was strong enough to fight England and that war would
be popular in Russia. As regarded Austria, Andrassy was sin-
cerely desirous of working with England, but he could not rely
upon the support of the Emperor. Much would depend upon
England's conditions, but it was true that at the moment Russia
was better prepared for war than Austria and its first fruits would
be the loss of Galicia and even, if Italy behaved badly, of the
Trentino, "which he would regret." Lord Odo asked if he
"would not do more than regret, and whether it would not be in
the interests of Germany to object and interfere." Bismarck
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